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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
U.S.S. WEST VIRGINIA REUNION ASSOC.
Editor: Robert "Geezil" Kronberger

Transferred to the
Supreme Commander-in-Chief
Of The Universe

Our Departed Shipmates
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James G. Brown Norman Olson
Edward J. Fruechtl Gene Holmes
Robert Lippencott John Kostopoulos

Paul S. Norton Lane Clendenin
E. W. Hankey Joe Dixon
"Ace" W. G. Barton George C. Duncan
John Kent Jack P. Shoase
Adam Pallisin John D. Wiley
William G. Cross G. T. Le Blanc
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" Eternal rest grant unto then and let perpetual light
shine upon them and may they rest in peace™
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Support The
U.S.S West Virginia Museum

921 Emerson Avenue, Parkersburg, WV
All donations of USS West Virginia memorabilia welcomed
b
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ETA at Norfolk, Virginia is set for September 25-29, S
1996. It is expected that the muster list will be la rge o
and we will welcome the opportunity to see many of :-\a‘l
our East Coast Shipmates that have been unable to ;f\\;
travel west in the past. We look forward to the new ,Q\'
"Sea Stories" that are bound to surface when and f\;)

<

wherever two or more old shipmates get together.

This year we will try to change the program a little
by having a reception on Friday evening consisting
of a wine and cheese happy hour followed by live
entertainment. After the entertainment we will
provide music for enjoyment and dancing for the
young at heart. Of course our adjacent hospitality
room will be open with other refreshments available,
Shipmate Earl Selover says that the entertainment
will cause new young blood flow through our old ;
and tired veins. Saturday evening following the
banquet we will present some more quality and
and enjoyable entertainment.
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1997 PLANNED USS WEST VIRGINIA REUNION

I know that the "Mountaineers" are wondering how
come we voted to have the 25th Reunion in Seattle, WA.,
only to find that the site had been changed to Portland
Oregon. Our problem was that we could not find a
suitable hotel available during our preferred time frame.
The rates offered us for other time periods were what we
considered to be beyond our means. The room rates offered
were $100+ per night, our banquet costs were quoted as




Do We Have Your Correct Mailing Address

If Not Please Notify Me At
Robert S. Kronberger, PO Box 442, Big Bear City, CA 92314-0442
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(Scuttlebutt Soundings Continued) -
$30.00 to $35.00 plus 15 % gratuity and 11% tax. We were
not able to get a committment on tranportation to and from
the airports or for secure vehicle parking. We would have
had to pay extra for our meeting and hospitality rooms. Time 8
and budget constraints made it mandatory tha we seek a £
more reunion friendly location. Our search was completed i
N and we settled upon Portland Oregon and the Monarch Hotel.
.‘a They offered us complimentry transportation to and from the

s airport, room rates at $65.00 per day single or double, a private &
= i e A . 0
e hospitality room poolside and lower/reasonable food services. N
\% In our hospitality room we are allowed BYOB privilages, we N
&y are allowed to bring in our own dry snacks. The hotel will 9
fari =,

provide ice and will freshen the room at no charge. Parking 1?\,\
for the group staying in the hotel is free. In addition to all g
of this, Portland is a great liberty port with something for

everyone. We are sincerely sorry that we were forced to i
make this move and we hope that this will not inconvience o
any one.

As long as we are on the subject of reunion sites and planning
it would be wise to give serious thought to the items that .
we mentioned in the preceding paragraph before we
offer a city for future reunions. We want to go where the =
crew will have a great time, but it must be a place that is

reunion friendly, cost effective and easy to get to. It would
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R bewell to remember that many hotels require a guarantee
R for the services they offer. Because we have a limited
}S’ budget and cash flow, sometimes we find it dificult to come
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up with the funds required by premium resorts for their
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Put of Bur Jast

From the February 7, 1931 Issue of the "Mountaineer":
Gold Basketballs: Unbeknownst to the basketball team a number of the men
on board made up a purse and purchased gold basketballs for members of
our winning team. The sum obtained only permitted the purhase of six gold
basketballs and Goodloe, Creed, Clayton, Dill, Waggener and Madison were
presented these neat tokens.

Goodloe, for the recipients, thanks the members of the ship's company for
their handsome gift and the spitrit behind it and guarantees at least as good a
year in basketball next season. (Editors Note:) (Who could ever forget Roscoe
Creed, Rabbi Madison, Ted "Iron Head: Dill, Claude Goodloe, O.D. Clayton
and Waggener. Those Shipmates, along with others such as Ray Brown,
"Chippie" Woods, Mike Kotsmith, "Frenchie" Le Blane, ETAL brought the
"Iron Man" to the West Virginia.

From our Ist Reunion, 10 December 1955
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MR R S KRONBERCER 16422 SQUTH VERMONT AVE GARDENA
; THE OCCASION CF THE USS WEST VIRGINIA REUNION FOUR EX-MOUNTAINEER
EIR WARMEST GOOD WISHES AND REGRETS THAT 6¢@¢ MILES PRIVENT THEIR BETNG
R STARK ADMIRAL USN RETIRED, PL.NKOWNER X
LD E OVERESCH VICE ADMIRAL USN RETIRED, PLANKCWNER X
\RLES H LYMAN REAR ADMIRAL USN, 1925-3p AND 1937-38 X
WILLIAM J SCHLACKS COMIANDER USH, 1938-39
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6-3p 1937-38 1938-39
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The Reconstruction Crew brought honor to the ship by dev.istating ﬂ.le.
Imperial Japanese Fleet, destroying shore facilities,suporting amphibious

landings and sailing it into Tokyo Bay as revenge for Pearl Harbor.



Docomber 7th, 1945 Shipmates Dick Fiske,
filace the Wee Yee Rewnion Sosn. Wreath

in Vectorvitle, Gt Deo. 7th, 1995






"MOUNTINEERS" From the 11th Division,
Ken Powell, Bill Roseboom, Herb Spencer
and Joe Saragusa attended the S0th anniverary
commemerating the signing of the Peace
Treaty aboard "Missouri" , Sept. 2nd, 1995




Support and Visit

The

Navy Memorial at Washington, DC
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Sad Saga of Tlorercom L 111 Deo. 7, 1961, ox Ficilons Marked 16
Deys on Galondun

In early December, 1995 | was contacted by a reporter for the "Honolulu
Advertiser" Eric Gregory, seeking information concerning the three West
Virginia Firemen of A Division who were reported as trapped below the third
deck on the day of the attack by the Imperial Japanese Forces on the 7th of
December 1941. 1 had remembered the incident, but I had thought that they
were trapped in a pump room. I put him in touch with several several
shipmates who I knew could give him more reliable information than 1 could
offer. Mr Gregory contacted several Wee Vee Sailors and then put together
an excellent account of the fate of Ronald Endicott, Clifford Olds and Louis
"Buddy" Costin. I wish that I had enough space avaiable in the
"Mountaineer” to print the article published in the "Advertser” and several
other newspapers around the country. I will attempt to place the basic
information here and will place the entire artical in our "Memory Log'". The
following are excerpts from Mr. Gregory's report: " At first, everyone
thought it was a piece of loose rigging slapping against the wrecked hull of the
USS West Virginia". "But they realized the grim truth the next morning in the
quiet dawn. Someone was still alive, trapped deep in the forward hull of the
sunken battleship."

"When the salvage crews raised the West Virginia six months later, they
found the bodies of three men huddled in an airtight storeroom: Ronald
Endicott, 18; Clifford Olds, 20; and Louis "Buddy" Costin, 21. But the most
haunting discovery was the calendar. Sixteen days had been crossed off in red
pencil. The young sailors had marked their time, not knowing what had
happened to their ship or that their country was at war."

"For 54 years, their story has been told in hushed tones among the West
Virginia Survivors. It has become a symbol of courage and perseverence for
these aging men. Few people knew the whole truth . The Navy never told the
families how long their loved ones had survived. And for those brothers and
sisters who eventually found out, the truth was so devastating they kept it a
secret. Even from their own parents."

"After months of picking bodies from the West Virginia, sailors removed the



MEET YOUR SHIPMATES
at the
NORFOLK REUNION

(Sad Saga Continued)

remains of three men from storeroom A-111 (fresh water pump room), clad in
their blues and jerseys. They were carried away in heavy canvas bags drawn
tight at the top"

"The clues left in the dry storeroom hinted at a horrifying demise. Flash light
batteries littered the floor. The manhole to a supply of fresh water had been
opened. Emergency rations had been eaten. And the calendar. A foot high,
14 inches long. A red "X" scratched through the dates from Dec. 7 through
Dec. 23."

""The calendar, sent to the Chief of Naval Personel in Washington, DC after it
vras found, is now lost"

" Ronald Endicott and Buddy Costin are buried at the National Cemetary of

the Pacific at Punchbowl Crater in Honolulu. CIliff Olds' body was returned to

his hometown and buried in the city cemetery. All their headstones say they
died Dec. 7. 1941."
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And the

"Progh Water Navy 0f The North”

Invites the Crew of the Invincible

5.5 West Virginia (55-46]

70 make a landing on the shores North Central Us
-‘ Tor their 1998 Reunion




1997 REUNION

PORTLAND OREGON
August 27th-31st, 1997

Ideally located off I-205, with easy access to -84 and
I-5, the Monarch is just 20 minutes from Portland
International Airport, downtown Portland, the Oregon
Convention Center and the new Rose Garden Arena,
home of the NBA Trailblazers.

Whether you're just arriving, soon departing or simply
stopping over, the Monarch is a magnificent base for
a trip around the Pacific Northwest.

Within a 90 minute drive, you will find:

E Mt Hood - the nation's only year-round
ski area and playground

B Columbia River Gorge - a 24-mile stretch
of true national scenic wonders

B Multnomah Falls - viewpoint of the second
highest (620 ft.) waterfall in the U.S.

B Hood River - windsurfing capital of
the world

B Oregon Coast - enjoy whale watching
and other oceanside activities
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MONARCH
___HOTEL___

& CONFERENCE CENTER
[-205 and Sunnyside Road, Exit #14
12566 SE 93rd Avenue - Clackamas, Oregon 97015

(503)652-1515 FAX (503)652-7509
For Reservations (800) 492-8700



Within 15 Minutes Of:
Naval Bases
MacArthur Memorial
Harbor Cruises

+ 336 Guest Rooms
+ Full Service Restaurant
+ Meeting/Banquet Facilities
+ Hospitality Suites
* Indoor/Outdoor Pools
sy * Sauna/Jacuzzi
+ Free Airport Shuttle
 Reunion Friendly Service

(804) 499-4400
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Executive Center

5655 Gree-.r"w@c_h“:’_%z)a_ld,' Grrgum Beach E;ginia 23462

1996 REUNION

September 25th-29th, 1996




Big Bear City, CA, 922314-0442
KRKRMKARKAARRARKRKRKRARRR AR KK

f |
[[ U.S.S. WEST VIRGINIA (BB-48) i[
B} REUNION ASSOCIATION m
m C/O Robert S. Kronberger l[
m Post Office Box 442 [[
i

I

)
P |

_“:“_.—'EE‘L':'*;:“.

- l&
! xxa.;axxx*»‘xx*;;x;**a;';;*n*xfa— H
IEI Visit the USS Wesr Virginia Musenm m
II[ 921 Emerson Avenue [[
m Parkershurg, W. Va 26104 1]
il I

For Shipmate:

Next Liberty Port: Norfolk,VA
Sept. 25-29, 1996
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